Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD)
It is estimated that more than 90% of UK herds have had exposure to BVD. Losses result from reduced fertility,
poor production and increased susceptibility to other infections, especially in young calves. While elimination of
infection from the herd is optimal, often this is impractical. Vaccination can be highly effective and produces a
substantial cost benefit. Options for vaccination are:

Bovilis BVD: a primary course of 2 vaccines given 4wks apart with the 2nd vaccine given at least 4wks before breeding. Annual boosters are required thereafter.

Bovela: can be used from 3 months old, only one vaccine is required as a primary course (at least 3wks before going to the bull) with an annual booster thereafter.
Bovela is more expensive than Bovilis BVD, however as only one vaccine is needed as a primary course, it may fit
into your management system better. Please speak to your vet to see which vaccine is most suited to your system.
BOOST COLOSTRUM QUALITY TO BEAT CALF SCOURS
With the peak winter calf scour season upon us, remember that
vaccination of the cow against the common infectious causes of calf
scour (Rotavirus, Coronavirus and E.coli K99), and then feeding the antibody-enriched colostrum to your calves should play a vital role in your
calf scour control programme.
Calf scours cost you money. ADAS estimates the cost of a scour outbreak in a 100-cow suckler herd (assuming 90 calves born) to be £5794.
The potential cost saving of preventing a scour outbreak by vaccinating
cows pre-calving with Rotavec Corona is therefore more than £4000.
That’s a pretty healthy financial benefit.
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subsidised testing programs for BVD,
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toxoplasmosis in sheep.
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Rotavirus remains one of the most prevalent infectious scour-causing
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